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Child Development: Luke’s Case

Inside Activity of Children

	Activity
	Number of Children Involved
	What the Activity Involves

	Playing with cars
	The exercise included a group of ten children, which also included Luke playing with his classmates. 
	I observed that Luke especially loved to play with cars. He would drive the small toy cars on the floor and mimic them traveling very fast and later crushing. Such an activity would amuse him. He also would not allow girls in his class to touch his cars, probably because he thought they were only for boys.


	Hand Tracing
	The activity includes the same ten children this time on their own, after the completion of the first indoor activity.
	The activity involved the teacher tracing his hand using chalk. The kids later were to trace their hands with chalk an action that Luke found amusing.





Outside Activity of Children

	Activity
	Number of Children Involved
	What the Activity Involves

	The exercise involved playing outside, on the slides.

	The activity involved Luke playing on the slides at his pleasure with ten of his classmates.
	The children were ecstatic as they would run very fast to the slides and compete with each other on who would take the shortest time to slide and get back on the slide. Luke was explicitly thrilled by this activity and was in a jolly mood.


	The activity involved taking marker pens and drawing an apple tree, which was near the slide.
	The activity involved ten children in pairs.
	Luke seemed to have a profound appreciation for the arts as he concentrated on drawing the tree using a blue marker pen. It was also surprising that he added a few shapes, which he claimed were fruits





Independent Choices made by the Children


I observed that even at their young age, the children were able to make personal choices. For example, I noted that Luke decided to add some shapes to the tree he had drawn claiming they were apples. Also, Luke chose which student to play with his car or exchange the vehicles. He somehow had associated the cars as toys for the boys and not for the girls which were unfair to the girls in the class. Besides, Luke chose to trace his hand on the blackboard using a chalk an activity that demonstrated an increased appreciation for drawings.




Relationship between Children and their Peers


The children interacted happily with their peers, especially when they were competing with each other on who would take the shortest time to slide. In Luke's case, he seemed to be oblivious to the height of the slide, and due to his adventurous nature would get up and rush back to the slide after sliding.



Relationship between Children and their Teacher


The relationship between the children and their teacher was based on respect, whereby the children viewed the teacher as their parent. They also mimicked the teacher’s actions. For example, Luke would observe how the teacher would use different colored chalks to trace his hand then follow precisely what the teacher did. Sometimes the children feared the teacher especially when they knew they were in the wrong. For example, when Luke deliberately run over one of the kids on the slide, he observed the teacher pointing in his direction and decided to run away. It thus showed that the kids understood that in as much as their teacher was a friend, he also would not entertain lousy behavior from them.
Summary of Overall Atmosphere


The overall atmosphere was both happy and wild. It is because the children loved engaging in activities that would allow them to interact with their peers. For example, the indoor events in which the kids traced their hands using chalk showed they were happy. However, the activity was not as wild as the outdoor activity in which they rushed to slide.

